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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

 All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 

mark the last. 

 Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for omissions. 

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 

may lie. 

 There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 

prepared to award zero marks if the candidate�s response is not 

worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

 Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 

the principles by which marks will be awarded and 

exemplification may be limited. 

 When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 

mark scheme to a candidate�s response, the team leader must 

be consulted. 

 Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 
Gen er ic Lev el  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilar ity, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the histor ical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 – 6   Sim ple or generalised statem ents are made about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

 Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

 Judgement  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 – 1 2   Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

 Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has implicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

 A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criter ia for judgement  are left  implicit .  

3  1 3 – 1 8   Understanding and some analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining some key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

 Knowledge is included to demonst rate some understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  material lacks 

range or depth 

 At tem pts are m ade to establish cr iter ia for judgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall j udgement  to them, 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 – 2 5   Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

 Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to demonst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

meet  most  of its demands. 

 Valid cr iter ia by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions may only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall judgement  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 



 

Opt ion 1C:  Germ any, 1918–45 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether dealing successfully 

with economic problems was the main reason why the Weimar Republic survived 

in the years 1919–24. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 The Weimar Republic resolved the reparat ions issue by agreeing the 

resum pt ion of paym ents to France through the Dawes Plan and this helped 

stabilise the economy  

 The Weimar Republic secured the withdrawal of the French from  the Ruhr 

and restored the product ion of essent ial mater ials in a crucial indust r ial 

area 

 The Weimar Republic took measures to balance the budget , which 

included the sacking of 700,000 state employees 

 The Weimar Republic established the Rentenm ark  to replace the old mark 

as a means of solving hyperinflat ion  

 The Weimar Republic opened the Rentenbank (which became the 

Reichsbank)  to oversee and maintain the value of Germany’s currency. 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 The Weimar Republic dealt  successfully with threats from  the left , e.g. the 

Spartacists, which ensured it  was not  overthrown and this cont r ibuted to 

its survival 

 The Weimar Republic dealt  successfully with threats from  the r ight , e.g. 

the Kapp Putsch and the Munich Putsch, ensuring that  it  was not  

overthrown and this ensured its survival 

 The Weimar Const itut ion created a system of checks and balances, a long 

list  of civil r ights and allowed an element  of regional authority, all of which 

aided the Weimar Republic’s survival. 

 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  on whether the role of President  

von Hindenburg was the m ost  significant  factor in the com ing to power of the 

Nazis in the period July 1932 to March 1933. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 Hindenburg’s decision to get  r id of Brüning opened the door for the Nazis 

and assisted their com ing to power 

 Hindenburg’s decision to sack Papen and appoint  Schleicher was 

significant  as it  raised the idea of bringing the Nazis into a coalit ion 

government  

 Hindenburg’s decision to turn back to Papen to form  a viable governm ent , 

accept ing Schleicher’s resignat ion and installing Hit ler as Chancellor, gave 

the Nazis an opportunity to take power 

 Hindenburg issued the decree For the Protect ion of People and State, 

which ended civil libert ies after the Reichstag Fire and this assisted the 

Nazis’ r ise to power. 

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 By July 1932 the Nazis had 230 seats in the Reichstag, making them the 

largest  party and giving them  a strong plat form  to push for power 

 The Nazis registered a large increase in votes in March 1933 and, as all 

com m unist  KPD deput ies were barred from  the Reichstag, the result  gave 

the Nazis a significant  polit ical advantage 

 The Nazis used a display of legality by holding the ceremonial opening of 

the Reichstag in Potsdam, impressing the m ilitary and indust r ialists that  

the Nazis were ready to rule 

 The Enabling Act  gave the Nazis the power to alter the const itut ion and 

they no longer had to rely on the Reichstag or em ergency powers in order 

to legislate. 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 



 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the Nazis failed to 

create a Volksgemeinschaft  in the years 1933–39.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 Not  all Germ an cit izens were support ive of a Volksgem einschaft , and by 

1939 som e sectors of Germ an society showed some disillusion, e.g. 

unskilled workers 

 Policies to encourage the domest icat ion of women were underm ined after 

1936 by econom ic pressures that  required them  to return to the workforce

 Dissent  was on the increase throughout  the 1930s from  youth groups and 

German churches 

 The racial and eugenicist  aspects of the Volksgemeinschaft  were not  

accepted by large numbers of Germans, e.g. boycot t  of Jewish shops, 

euthanasia for the mentally ill.  

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 Many Germans supported the Volksgemeinschaft ’s aim  of creat ing a 

classless and racially pure ‘people’s community’ and demonst rated this by 

mass part icipat ion in Nazi rallies 

 Part icipat ion in DAF and KdF confirmed the belief in a ‘workers’ 

com m unity’ 

 The Kinder, Küche, Kirche policy promoted the values of fam ily life and led 

to an increase in the bir th rate and fewer wom en in work 

 Most  Germ an youth belonged to the Hit ler Youth and were being educated 

through a Nazi-cont rolled educat ion system 

 The Nazis successfully int roduced discrim inatory measures against  Jews, 

ethnic m inorit ies, ‘asocials’ and som e religious organisat ions. 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment  of material in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic mark scheme. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant . 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement  on whether the main problem 

within Germ any facing the Nazi governm ent , in the years 1939–45, was 

opposit ion to Nazi rule.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points may include:  

 The opposit ion from  m ilitary Generals after 1940 became a major 

problem , e.g., the Kreisau Circle, Stauffenberg and the July Plot  

 The problem  of youth opposit ion cont inued during the war years, e.g. the 

Edelweiss Pirates at tacked members of the Hit ler Youth, White Rose 

sought  to disrupt  the war effort  

 The problem  of com munist  opposit ion was a constant  throughout  the war 

years, e.g. Uhrig organised communist  resistance cells and by 1941 there 

were 89 factory cells in Berlin alone 

 The growing importance of Goebbels and his Minist ry was an indicat ion of 

how significant  it  was to have cont rol of the civilian populat ion, showing 

how significant  the opposit ion was. 

 

The evidence countering or modifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points may include:  

 The problem of compet ing wart ime demands on the use of the workforce 

m eant  a register of labour was used to direct  labour to where it  was most  

needed 

 The problem of imm inent  defeat  meant  that  in the summer of 1944 the 

forced mobilisat ion of German society, Volkssturm ,  was int roduced 

 The problem of increased absenteeism  within the workforce was evidence 

of increasing lack of cont rol and had to be m anaged 

 The problem of the dest ruct ion and social dislocat ion caused by Allied 

bom bing had to be m anaged. 

 

 

Other relevant  material m ust  be credited. 
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